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News sources in Sao Paulo reported that on Feb. 27, after returning from a visit to Japan, President
Jose Sarney exhibited irritation over foreign concern and advice on environmental damage and
future plans for the Amazon region. Sarney said, "We are the ones who have to look after our own
ecology. We cannot accept in any way interference of any country in our internal affairs." While
in Japan to attend the funeral of Emperor Hirohito, Sarney met with President George Bush and
Secretary of State James Baker. Brazilian newspapers reported that the talks, which touched on
destruction of the Amazon, became heated. Sarney rejected Baker's suggestions about "debtfor-nature" swaps, under which a portion of the foreign debt would be forgiven in exchange for
environmentally sound development projects. Sarney told reporters in Brasilia that relations with
the US are not "passing through a good period," and that bilateral discussions have focused on
a "negative agenda." The president also criticized the World Bank, currently holding back a $500
million loan installment earmarked for energy projects. Environmentalists have been campaigning
against this loan, arguing that it will likely be used to construct dams in the Amazon area. Sarney
said, "If the World Bank does not approve Brazilian projects, this year we are going to have to
pay $1.7 billion [to the Bank], while receiving only $200 million. This is an absolutely impossible
situation." (Basic data from Xinhua, 03/01/89)
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